
 

 

No. 32 

THE 36th Tannistest 
organized by the 
Nordic Jury Group 
of the Car of the 
Year is about to 
start. The organiz-

ing team (Toni Jalovaara, Aleš 
Frontini and Martti Merilinna) has 
done its best in gathering cars to 
this traditional test site in North-
ern Denmark and preparing eve-
rything into order. 

As you know, it still takes rather 
long time until we know which 
car will be the Car of the Year 
2014. The final voting takes place 
in February and the winner will 
be announced in early March in 
the Geneva Car Show. 

For understandably reasons the 
list of candidates is not yet con-
firmed. However, we can already 

Editor's notes: It is time to start the engines 
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WEATHER TODAY 

Hi: 13°C 

Lo: 7 °C 

Mostly sunny. Temperature of 13°C. Winds NE 20 km/h. 

Humidity will be 75% with a dewpoint of 3° and feelslike 

temperature of 10°C. 

Today´s program:  

 

07:00 – 09:00 Breakfast 

09:00 – 12:30 Free testing 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch 

13:30 – 18:00 Free testing 

19:30 – Dinner, menu: 

 

Starter: Mushroom soup  

Main course: Fried zander 

 with spinach cream 

Dessert: Ice-cream a ‘la 

 Tannishus 

 

21:00 – Bar is open... 

(remember, car tests 

continue on Sunday) 

35 

YEARS 

Possible  COTY 

candidates 2014 

 

BMW i3 

BMW X5 

BMW 4-series 

Citroën C4 Picasso 

Ford Kuga 

Hyundai i10 

Infiniti Q50 

Jaguar F-Type 

Kia Carens 

Lexus IS 

Mazda 3 

Maserati Ghibli 

Mercedes-Benz CLA 

Mercedes S-class 

Mitsubishi Space Star 

Nissan Note 

Opel/Vauxhall Cascada 

Peugeot 2008 

Peugeot 308 

Porsche Cayman 

Range Rover Sport 

Renault Captur 

Renault Zoe 

Seat Leon 

Skoda Octavia 

Subaru Forester 

Suzuki SX4 

Tesla Model S 

Toyota Auris 

Toyota Corolla 

Toyota RAV 4 

now quite well recognize the ten-
tative COTY candidates, because 
the criteria of eligibility are clear. 
So, here in Tannistest we have 
this year 28 evident candidates 
represented. And if we count all 
the different model versions, the 
total number of test cars is al-
most 70. In addition, we have 
called here some interesting ex-
tra cars celebrating the 35 years` 
history of this unique test event. 

The car list is most interesting. It 
includes modern city cars, inter-
esting mini vans, practical family 
sedans, magnificent sports cars, 
a couple of new technology hy-
brid and electric vehicles and 
several other entrants represent-
ing all the different segments. As 
usually, the task of the Jury will 
be extremely difficult, because 
only one candidate can be elected 
as Car of the Year 2014. 

The weather here in Northern 
Jutland is very unpredictable and 
plays always a key role in some 
of our test arrangements. This 
time I am happy to inform you 
that according to forecasts no 
major weather troubles are ex-
pected during the following days. 

So, we are ready and the cars 
are ready (with one exception). It 
is time to start. On behalf of the 

Nordic Jury Group I wish to all of 
you journalists an interesting and 
useful test session. All the repre-
sentatives of industry, I’ll hope 
you enjoy this great atmosphere 
and have nice discussion with 
each other and journalists. 

Martti Merilinna 

Your test director 

+358 400 413 720 

http://tannistest.wordpress.com/


 

 

full electric candidates. That 

means ten percentage “market 

share”, which is higher than the 

share that electric cars have at 

the car market in Europe. 

  

Electric cars are already here, 

but fuel cell cars are little further 

away.  But that is not true at 

Tannistest, while we have here 

Hyundai ix35. It is still a prototy-

pe, which is making a way to a 

production car. Just wait two mo-

re years and fuel cell cars are on 

the market. Maybe they are even 

here at Tannistest as candidates. 

 

Still one more piece of technique, 

which is very different: The ope-

ning of hatch. Ford Kuga has this 

new system there you just kick 

under the car and the hatch 

opens or closes. So don’t bother 

to make your hand dirty if you 

want to open or close Kuga’s 

hatch. Just kick under the rear 

bumper. 

Tannistest gives this year a great 

opportunity to test many sides of 

technique which is captivating 

cars. Just start of the engines. 

This year we have already three 

T A N N I S T E S T 

makes a new rec-

ord during the six 

times the Finnish 

team has organized it. We have 

here 28 candidates of the 31 

which are on the long list at the 

moment. When you get the long 

list of candidates please remem-

ber, it is still provisional and 

there might come some changes.  

That is just what happened two 

weeks ago, when COTY commit-

tee added BMW 4-seris, Infiniti 

Q50 and Mercedes-Benz CLA to 

the long list. Even we and im-

porters and manufacturers tried 

their best, we only got one out of 

three. And besides Infiniti and 

Mercedes, we lost BMW X5 which 

is not yet in Europe for test driv-

ing. 

This year we’re celebrating 35 

years of Tannistest. You can see 

it in the special cars we have at 

the Tannistest. Most important is 

the winner from 35 years ago, 

Simca-Chrysler Horizon. It did 

beat Fiat Ritmo with little differ-

ence of 12 points. Nordic jury 

didn’t like either of those two, 

but in the end they had enough 

supporters. 

Besides Horizon we have a 

Mitsubishi Colt from the same 

time. To compare it how the time 

has changed, next to it is a 

Mitsubishi Attrage. Many of you 

might make a question, what is 

that? Attrage is a notchback ver-

sion of new Space Star (in UK 

Mirage), which is sold in Asia. 

This is the first time the car is in 

Europe, because Mitsubishi has 

not yet made a decision, will it 

sell it in Europe at all. 

Toni Jalovaara 

+358 400 821 993 

Sometimes we have had even 

seven (7) embargos, but this 

time there is only one. You’re not 

allowed to publish your driving 

impressions before 12. October. 

Please be so kind and keep this 

in mind, that we get such novel-

ties also in the coming years.  

Like always we have some new 

models that haven’t had their 

Pan European test drives. Both 

BMW i3 and Hyundai i10 start 

those after two weeks. Also the 

Citroën Grand C4 Picasso started 

the session just last Monday. 

Test the technique of the future 

Almost all 

Just one embargo! 
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