
 

 

SPECIAL EDITION 

Once upon a time (1978) there was a medium-sized car test run by a middle-aged Danish motoring journalist. 
Then years went by and the test grew and became the biggest in the world. After 30 years of running the test 
the journalist – still young in his mind - decided to retire. A new team from a distant country called Finland took 
over the responsibility.  The general surprise was great while everything stayed more or less the same. Now 
(2013), when the new management has been running the test for five years, it seems to be better than ever.  
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WEATHER TODAY 

Hi: 17°C 

Lo: 8 °C 

Mostly wet. Red is served at temperature of 17°C and 

white at temperature of 8°C. No winds expected. Day after 

is unclear, some difficulties with driving are predicted. 
35 

YEARS 
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The idea originated in the mid-
seventies during a heated discus-
sion between me and my Swedish 
colleague, Jan Ullén. Jan was 
then one of Sweden's most ap-

preciated automotive journalists. 
We were also both COTY Jurors 
and disagreement focused tradi-
tionally on which candidate we 
each held for the winner. At one 
point we agreed: The choice was 
between Italian Y and French Z. 

During the discussion it dawned 

on us that we had driven the fa-

vourites by almost half a year 
before. And of course under diffe-
rent conditions. It raised a logical 
question: 

How can we compare two cars in 
detail with such background? It 
gave us the idea for a Nordic jury 
test. Candidates would be tested 
in one place at the same time 

and under similar driving conditi-
ons. And the test should be or-
ganized by journalists’ not by the 
automotive industry. 

The preparations were made in 
six months. In the summer of 
1978 ran the plans for the first 
Nordic Jury Test. After COTY no-
minees for 1979 were appointed, 

we borrowed this year's nine can-
didates from importers and ma-
nufacturers. As a test guests we 
invited the seven Nordic jurors 
(four Swedes at that time). The 
event was held on two days with 
headquarters at an inn in the 

Central Jutland village Hovborg. 

The excitement of the event was 

overwhelming, both the jury and 
the then three (!) representatives 
from the automotive industry. 
After six years, the test was so 
extensive in both the number of 
cars and jurors together with car 
people that the little inn in 

Hovborg was simply too small for 
us. In 1984, the much larger Ho-
tel Tannishus therefore came into 
the picture. And so was born the 
test which is now well known by 
its name all over the world. 

Of course, I’m thrilled with the 
success that Tannistest has ac-
hieved. In the presence of jurors 
from across Europe and repre-
sentatives from the automotive 

industry from all over the world. 
And we have every reason to 
commend the Finnish leadership 
of the test ... it is running better 
than ever. 

A personal desire? Yes, Tannis-
test must endure equally vital, 
fair and independent for its 50th 

anniversary. And with that I will 

be celebrating… my 100th birth-
day. 

Rogers Søgaard, COTY jury 

member 1968-1993  

The first years we took care of 
the cars ourselves. We wiped 
them dry in the morning and so-
metimes we went to a car wash 
in Hirtshals. We also paid for the 

petrol. It feels very luxurious 
now, when mechanics take care 
of everything.  

The choice of my first winner was 
easy. I was driving the Ford Scor-
pio very fast on a little road when 
a big tractor suddenly came out 
from a side road and blocked my 
way. I had to turn and put one 

wheel pair onto the grass beside 
the road. In front of me stood a 
road sign post. I stepped on the 

Old people (like me) often say 
that things were better before. It 
does apply to the Tannistest. It 
has always been and still is the 
best event a motoring journalist 

can experience. 

But the test week was much 
quieter in the beginning. When I 

joined the test in 1985 we had 
twelve cars to evaluate. In the 
year 1987 the candidates were 
down to eight, with Citroën AX 
and Peugeot 405 as the only new 
cars from Europe. We had plenty 

of time to walk on the beach, vi-
sit museums and idyllic towns 
and even just sit in the bar.  

brakes. Scorpio was the first car 
with ABS brakes as a standard. It 
stopped two meters before it 
would have hit the pole.  

Now the new cars have a lot of 

safety equipment, but I have ne-
ver been forced to use anything 
(knock on wood).  My jury col-

leagues have also been lucky – or 
very skilled – drivers.  Since 1985 
there have been around 1600 
new cars to drive in the Tannis-
test. Only one car has been badly 
smashed. It was not driven by a 

jury member. However, many of 
us have got stuck on the beach. 

How was the Tannistest born? 

Tannisminnen (Memories from Tannis)
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Tannisminnen (Memories from Tannis) 

To understand better the mea-
ning of Tannistest it is wise to go 
back to the beginning of Car of 
the Year.  

In early 1960s there were chosen 

probably a dozen of "The Car" by 
various magazines in Europe. The 
automotive industry was, of cour-
se, pleased to have receive publi-
city, but at the same time it was 
concerned about too many diffe-
rent results.  

In 1964, Autovisie magazine 
owner and editor of Fred van der 
Vlugt decided to do something 
about it. He arranged a meeting 
with all the magazines which we-
re selecting a Car of the Year and 
they joined forces to choose one 

Car of the Year in Europe.  

Actually the history of Tannistest 
is even longer than 35 years, as 
it had started as a gathering of 
the Nordic Jury as much smaller 
and more unofficial event. During 
the years it became more or-

ganized and the place was an 
idyllic Hovborg Kro. In the begin-
ning the test was attended by six 
jury members and a few repre-
sentatives of Danish importers, 

who had submitted a portion of 
the test cars.  

The group spent a couple of nice 
evenings together and while jour-
nalists were testing cars during 
the day importers’ people went to 
meet local dealers. The at-

mosphere was very homely.  

Over the years the word about 
this nice occasion was spread and 
more people, both foreign journa-
lists and people from industry, 
wanted to attend the test. Rogers 
Søgaard decided to move test 

north to Tverstedt. In the village 
is a hotel Tannishus, which pro-
ved to be an ideal place. In the 
autumn there is only a handful of 
tourists and there is no through 
traffic at all. 

The number of candidates has 

grown during the years up to for-
ty which means that the amount 
of test cars is yearly between six-
ty and  a hundred. More and mo-
re people started to join Tannis-

test and the number of jury 
members at Tannistest is usually 
around twenty.  

During the test week Tannistest 
has 200 visitors and in 2013 
there will be a new record. At 
Wednesday evening’s gala dinner 

we have 160 people. 

Mauri Salo, COTY jury mem-
ber 1967-2000  

The biggest car test in the world 
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Sindal and discovered that it be-
haved dangerously. But the peop-
le from Mercedes did not listen to 
our criticism. It was very frustra-
ting. 

The Tannistest has developed 
from a small, familiar meeting to 
the biggest car test in the world. 

Some years there have been al-
most 200 participants from the 
jury and (mostly) the industry 
and we have had up to 92 cars to 
test. But the unique Tannis spirit 
has not get lost in this large 

number of cars and people.  

This is the 29th time I join the 

The police have been rare guests 
at Tannishus. As far as I know 
only one jury member has been 
fined for speeding (after he had 
tried to escape from the police!). 

The rest of the ”Tannis-gang” 
collected money to help him pay 
the fines. 

We have also had some hairy 
moments at Sindal airport. 
Nowadays, with ESP as a stan-
dard, cars don´t go up on two 
wheels anymore. The most dra-
matic incident happened with the 

Mercedes A-class in 1997. Exactly 
one month before it actually tur-
ned over, we tested the car at 

Tannistest. I hope that I can be 
back next year for my 30 years 
jubilee.  

Marianne Sterner, COTY jury 
member 1985-2011  



 

 

Fulvio Graglia (PR Director at 
Fiat in 1993) told me without a 
warning to take a week off from 
my duties, and go to something 
called Car of the Year Tannistest. 

And that was even we had only 
one car to present - Lancia Delta 
Sport. 

I was introduced to the test rou-
tes by Peter Aaboe who invited 
our Director of Development and 

me along for the ride. And while 
we were on a gravel road - part 
of the route – speed was very 

high and we were drifting with 
spectacular rear wheel slides. 
Peter and the person from Fiat 
spoke very peacefully about the 
car and listened for a small reso-
nance sound from heater. I sat 
back and was somewhat totally 

scared and just hoped that we 
would be soon back at home. 

Another experience was a year 

where after the gala dinner we 
were bewildered enough to dance 
all night. Even some of the girls 
from the staff were included. We 
were out in the parking lot direct-

ly after party, around eight next 
morning, to clean the cars.  

There is also the year in Tannis-

test history when the technicians 
had a strike. The reason was that 
bar was moved to a new place. In 

the beginning the bar was smaller 
and situated where the reception 
is now. But it was incredibly po-

pular - we all packed in there af-
ter the gala dinner and - really 
enjoyed ourselves. 

We were very unhappy, because 
we could not any more fulfil our-
selves with the intimate feeling of 
the old bar - so we went on stri-
ke. We filled up the new bar, wit-
hout saying anything, without 

buying anything. There’s a video 

regarding this strike called: "One 
night in Tannishus".  

There are also ghosts in Tan-
nishus. It is believed that ghost 
or ghosts live in a bunker poin-
ting at Tannishus. One night sud-
denly a ghost appeared in the 
bar. He had a great white cloth a 

bit like a nightshirt 
on and a beret. He 
came quietly wal-

king through the 
front door and stood 
still in the middle of 

the bar. He stood 
totally quiet looked 
straight ahead for 
some minutes wit-
hout a sound and 
just left.  

 

Viggo Jørgensen, Tannistest 
technician 1993-  

 

Service with 20 years experience  
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Some people and moments from the past ten years of Tannistest by Toni Jalovaara and guests. 


